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Pat Benatar looking forward to Artpark concert: 
‘It’s always such a fun show; it’s a great, great audience’

√ Rock & Roll Hall of Fame duo of Benatar and Neil Giral-do to perform July 24 as part of special 50th anniversary cel-ebration
PART I OF IIBY JOSHUA MALONIGM/Managing EditorWhen it comes to having a 

good time on stage, Pat Bena-
tar and Neil Giraldo have two 
very different defi nitions.“You know, my husband es-

pecially loves” performing out-
doors, Benatar said, “because 
he doesn’t care if he’s sweat-
ing. He doesn’t care if there’s 
bugs on him – that kind of 
thing. I mean, he just wants to 
be outside like a dog! (laughs) 
I’m looking for a little air condi-
tioning myself.”“Well, you know what it is? 

It’s being in the elements. I 
love that,” Giraldo said. “I love 
wind. I love sweat. And I love 
every bit of it. I just always 
have. I mean, I don’t care if it 
rains and I’m out there. I just like 
the elements.”He added, “I know that Patricia 

don’t like the outdoors, because 
she don’t like sweating and her 
makeup running and all that, but 
me, I don’t have any of that, you 
see! So, I like it.”In all seriousness, Benatar said, 

“It is magical, the night, especial-
ly if the moon is out or as the sky 
is clear and you can see stars. I 
mean, for us, it’s the same as for 
you all when you’re out there. 
You’re looking up and you’re see
ing everything dA

versary season celebration. Gates open at 5:30 p.m. for the 7 p.m. show. Special guest The Vindys will pro-vide support. For tickets or more information, visit www.artpark.net. Artpark & Company In-terim President Dave We-dekindt said, “Pat Benatar and Neil Giraldo arer k

Artpark to celebrate 50th anniversary 

with birthday party, outdoor concert

Artpark & Company will celebrate its 50
with an exclusive bi thdat 6

Pat Benatar and Neil Giraldo will perform Wednesday at Artpark in Lewiston. (Photo courtesy of High Rise PR)

The story behind  ...Better Off Read fest at Artpark

A scene from a past Better Off 
Read Summer Book Festival. (Sub-
mitted photo)
BY IAN KINNEYSpecial to Niagara Frontier PublicationsDear Readers,My name is Ian Kinney. I’m a 

writer from Lewiston, and I run 
a small, nonprofi t publishing 
company out of rented offi ce 
space at my former elementary 
school, Stella Niagara. This 
Aug. 31, at Artpark State Park, 
I’m presenting the third annual 
Better Off Read Summer Book 
Festival.

This free-to-attend, all-ages 
literary festival is meant to en-
courage reading, promote writ
ing, and celeb
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Benatar, Giraldo highlight Artpark’s 50th anniversary celebration

Pat Benatar & Neil Giraldo were a revela-tion Wednesday night at Artpark. Despite their hav-ing done this – live perfor-mance, genuine rock ’n’ roll – for a half-century, her vocals were as strong as ever, while his guitar was super crisp. Hit songs and deep cuts sounded as fresh and dynamic as the day they were fi rst released. It was a dynamic per-formance, reaffi rming the duo’s hall of fame status.Youngstown (Ohio’s) The Vindys opened, pro-viding a mix of fun and full-on fl are before 
their set was halted due to a strong, but 
brief, rainstorm.The show was part of the multifaceted 
Artpark & Company 50th anniversary sea-
son birthday bash. Inside the Mainstage 
Theater, there was a fundraising gala din-
ner, entertainment and an auction. In the 
amphitheater, there was a prize raffl e, 
snacks courtesy of Paula’s Donuts and the 
Village Bake Shoppe, samples from Giral-
do’s Three Chord Bourbon, and a fi re-
works display at the evening’s conclusion.

In the photos, local business and elected 
leaders join Artpark & Company volun-
teers in saluting 50 years. (See more pho-
tos online at www.wnypapers.com)

Artpark 50th anniversary celebrationPat Benatar & Neil Giraldo fi nd unconventional path to chart-topping success

BY JOSHUA MALONIGM/Managing EditorForty-plus years ago, the music of Pat 
Benatar and Neil Giraldo struck like a 
Mike Tyson uppercut, with their words 
compelling even the most stoic and hard-
est-hearted rock critics to exclaim “Love

is a battlefi eld!” Her matchless mezzo-
soprano voice paired with his steel-
twisting guitar licks ripped a hole in the 
music industry and opened the door for 
a sound – and a style – that would help
defi ne a decade. The mu ithe h

their powerful 1980s-era prose.
And today, this married force of na-
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Artist Renee Arno was among the creators featured at the 2023 Lewiston Art Festival. (File photos)

Lewiston Art Festival shines spotlight on 
‘far-reaching impact 

of a vibrant arts sector’
Submitted by the Lewiston Council on the Arts 

It’s time once again for the Lewiston Art Festival, 
our annual celebration of the creative spark that lives 
in all of us! On Saturday, Aug. 10 (10 a.m. to 6 p.m.), 
and Sunday, Aug. 11 (10 a.m. to 5 p.m.), the Lewiston 
Council on the Arts will showcase the work of more 
than 200 artists, musicians, performers and conces-
sionaires who come from near and far to be a part of 
this annual festival of imagination and skill.

“We at the LCA are excited to bring our signature 

event back to Center Street, and we acknowledge with 
gratitude the continuing support of our elected offi cials 
from all levels of government,” Lewiston Council on the 
Arts Executive Director Maria Fortuna Dean said. “The 
ongoing investment in the arts from the boards of the 
Village of Lewiston and the Town of Lewiston, as well 
as the Niagara County Legislature, recognizes the far-
reaching impact of a vibrant arts sector. Lewiston’s artis-
tic profi le stimulates our business growth, attracts tour-
ism and creates a community where people love to live. 

“We are very excited to welcome back the 58th an-
nual Lewiston Art Festival,” Village of Lewiston Mayor 
Anne Welch said. “Lewiston has never looked better, 
and people are ready to stroll down Center Street and 
enjoy the many artists and their works. I would like to 
extend my sincere appreciation to the Lewiston Coun-
cil on the Arts for their service, dedication and hard 
work in making the Art Festival one of our best festi-
vals!”

SEE ANNUAL, continued on Page 8
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